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Symbols in Tables
(... ) Not Available
(na) Not Applicable

Note to Users

1 - Data in this Bulletin covers the period 2013-
2018 as received from National Statistical Offices in
GCC countries.

2 - GCC aggregate is calculated when data of all six
countries are available, otherwise data is shown
without the total.

3 - GCC countries are ranked according to Arabic
alphabet.

4 - The Concepts and Definitions used in this
Bulletin are based on the Framework for Cultural
Statistics 2009, issued by United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural (UNESCO).

5- The Occupation clasification used in this Bulletin
is (ISCO 08) as based on the Framework for
Cultural Statistics 2009, issued by United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural (UNESCO).
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Concepts and Definitions

Culture: identification and measurement of the behaviors and
practices resulting from the beliefs and values of a society or a
social group.

Natural heritage: consists of natural features, geological and
physiographical formations and delineated areas that constitute
the habitat of threatened species of animals and plants and
natural sites of value from the point of view of science,
conservation or natural beauty. It includes nature parks and
reserves, zoos, aquaria and botanical gardens

Museum: a non-profit, permanent institution in the service of
society and its development, open to the public, which acquires,
conserves, researches, communicates and exhibits the tangible
and intangible heritage of humanity and its environment for the
purposes of education, study and enjoyment

Performing Arts and Celebration: professional or amateur
performing arts activities, such as theatre, dance, opera and
puppetry, as well as the celebration of cultural events (festivals,
feasts and fairs), which occur locally and can be informal in
nature

Craft or artisanal products: those produced by artisans, either
completely by hand or with the help of hand-tools or even
mechanical means, as long as the direct manual contribution of
the artisan remains the most substantial component of the
finished product

Library: an organisation, or part of an organisation, whose main
aims are to build and maintain a collection and to facilitate the
use of such information resources and facilities as are required
to meet the informational research, educational, cultural or
recreational needs of its users

Archaeological and Historical Sites: Archaeological sites and
buildings that carry different values with symbolic, historical,
artistic and aesthetic connotations

Television and Radio channals (Local and Foregin):

Television and Radio channels are an important source of news,
in addition to cultural, social, economic, political and

entertainment programs. There are state-controlled channels
and radio stations that express their direction and private
channels that reflect the attitudes of their owners and public
opinion in general.

Craftsmen: Workers in the handicraft industry for the purpose
of producing or manufacturing handicraft products from the local
natural materials by traditional methods for use in the daily
needs of individuals or establishments or for the purpose of
permanent or temporary acquisition. The craftsman depends on
his/her individual mental and manual skills.

A Magazin: A general or specialized journal that is published
regularly in a regular frequency and has a fixed title. It
contributes to the writing a number of writers with articles and
studies prepared for publication according to the magazine's
directions and rules and conditions for publishing them. It also
includes commercial advertisements and professional
notifications for suitable products and expected events.
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Introduction

Cultural statistics are considered the window of society on
civilizations, through which the location of the country is
recognized among the other countries, which in turn
reflects the extent of faith in the cultural dimension of the
society and its role in social, economic, and the

development of thought, arts and literature by preserving
the cultural and historical heritage and cultural and

cultural features.

Culture statistics also play an important role in supporting
strategic planing and decision making process, which
contributes to the development of the cultural sector and
sustainable development in different societies

This second bulletin of culture statistics aims to provide
users, researchers, decision makers, with statistical
information about the culture across the GCC. The
information in this bulletin reflects the importance of
cultural sector in the GCC countries. It will be useful to
users in the preparation of further research, studies, and
reports.

The bulletin provides a range of statististical data
including tables and graphs, covering the period from
2013 to 2018.

This bulletin is divided into six chapters: Chapter one:
cultural and natural heritage, Chapter two: performance
art and celebrations, chapter three: multimedia audio-
visual and interactive media, chapter four: visual arts and
crafts, chapter five: books and newspapers and chapter
six: covers other related fields..

GCC- Stat thanks the members of the team who
contributed to the preparation of this report, the National
Statistics Offices of the GCC countries for their
cooperation and the administrative data providers within
member countries.

GCC-Stat welcomes feedback that will help to improve
the content of future Culture Statistics bulletins.

doaaoll
o0 ey Shlasl e aoizell 8080 483 SleLasYl pial
Gy Joll (o Lo cop ol adge (e 3,2l LIS
Al 3 0999 peizmall Jlatll aa b (L) (e 039 (Sny
<3y ls¥ly Ogually ,Sall Helaty psLatd g dyeloxa!
Lilazll @lall (e gonldly Glazl &g el e Llaxll,
slatll

Dbl oy 3 eolialy Gila oo 38020 cilelas¥l oals
sk 3 ealid &1 il 3Lsly et iad! Slaleadls
Aaganyll gonll 3luadl Buints aeize of § Uit § Uasl

ot g A8Latl) clelasy LI 1ol 3l sda pias
oulzme Jo St e el glirag i Ldly Credseiwdl
Egomdl 3loey Alas¥l 26,k wdlg, e bl siais rolasl
Joa @ Glat gllaslly pleza¥l (uSad I yladly cluhully
Slabead! puyy badasell Gl piay g Goladdl Ludzs
hyall SLasls

Jodid @lg bl bl oo Al Byl ol (o y2iud
£2018-2013 8l Jasi (Al JSaT9 Jolu e

el S Lae Jo¥1 Jolis Jgumd dau I 8,80 sy

2,1 sl S sy ¥ axsYly o191 ) Glas Ll

Loy Alesally STl aliel Jolisy A pmdl Ogiald aal, N
At ald el ol jayms

cndd! Glasl 3oyall slacd slalls (Sall ,3lgs 35,10 audng

SSLAL bl (sa950 dlg pidll sda slae] § lseale

Lopall elsell Joad Oolashl udzme 3o (3 2uidos ) 25Lasyl
Agllall bl 350 w935 § iad ) pgzglad

sl Joad Gglatl dzxs Joud ilasl 58,L1 uSs, LS

Ol Ll (e llasdleg cilofae by yerud] dumy5 e Ayl

sl § Jeasdh Laysshas de Joady 8yl (Gyiza G
Aeolad)



G8Liillg gl &yl
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No.
Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 1: Museums in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Ogladd! ud=a Sy sbd Oles Logaud) Op=d! <hlayl
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA Bahrain UAE

8 7 9 140 4

9 7 9 155 4

9 7 10 171 5

9 10 12 193 7

8 11 11 194 8

11 12 232 9

22018-2013 Olasdl ulzme 9o § canlall i1 K
Figure 1: Museums in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

*2016-2018 data Include visitors to Antiquities, Heritage and

22018-2013 cyglasl udma J9o § il Hlg5:2 Jgu
Table 2: Museum Visitors in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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Oolail julxa CasSI ks Oles 2 3gall vl eyl e
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA* Bahrain UAE

163,350 459,587 196,305 875,177 182,045 2013

148,729 426,897 245,221 1,133,941 134,339 2014

88,104 413,820 242,142 1,194,446 142,307 2015

94,142 534,491 297,806 597,785 131,881 2016

108,987 575,215 363,005 569,466 158,482 2017

639,280 367,622 1,086,407 168,034 . 2018

L8 el oo lally Sl U Cimlia 1o ol 22018-2016 clilys *

Natural museums only
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Figure 2: Ratio of Museum Visitors to Total Population in GCC Countries*, 2013-2018
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Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 3: Archaeological and Historical Sites in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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GCC Kuwait Qatar*

*Data 2013-2016: Al Zabbara fort only

Oles

Oman

5,587
5,716
6,721
7,064
7,431
9,403

L35l Sp=d)
KSA Bahrain
6,660 68
7,468 81
7,602 86
8,043 86
8,209 86
8,449 86
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109
109
109
111
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2017
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

*Data includes visitors of Al Zabbara fort only
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Table 4: Visitors of Archaeological and Historical Sites in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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GCC Kuwait Qatar* Oman KSA  Babhrain UAE

67,975 170,290 ... 154,685

50,337 257,589 ... 159,583

8,683 249,030 ... 214,910

40,464 284,719 . 171,172

37,825 319,152 ... 177,993

43,565 367,000 .. 232,855
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Figure 3: Ratio of Visitors of Archaeological and Historical Site to Total Population in GCC Countries, 2013-
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Table 5: Plant and Animal Reserves in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

No. sae
Year Oglasll ulzma Sl b Oles Logadl Ol el !
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA Babhrain UAE
2013 44 3 11 9 16 0 5 2013
2014 51 4 11 9 16 0 11 2014
2015 50 4 11 9 15 0 11 2015
2016 51 4 12 9 15 0 11 2016
2017 4 12 9 15 0 2017
2018 4 8 9 15 1 2018

2018 Oglarll udzma J9a 3 Builsumel 2slad) cilpazell 4 JS2
Figure 4: Plant and Animal Reserves in GCC Countries,2018
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Performance Art and Celebrations



No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

* 2013 Data: The National Theater only

** 2015-2017 data does not Include theaters of National Council for
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Table 6: Theatres in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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oSl *,hs Oles Logaull Croeed! oLyl 2l
Kuwait** Qatar* Oman KSA Babhrain UAE

8 1 7 35 2 2013

8 5 8 35 2 2014

3 5 10 35 2 2015

4 4 12 35 2 2016

4 4 14 35 2 31 2017

4 13 35 2 2018
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Figure 5: Theatres in GCC Countries,2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 7: Plays Staged in Theaters in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Oslall pulma oSl
GCC  Kuwait’

97

1

2

21

8

* 2014-2017 data for Kuwait University only

* Kuwait data of period 2014-2017 is for Kuwait University only
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Figure 6: Average Monthly Number of Plays Staged in GCC Countries*, 2013-2018

N

Qatar
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55
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17
41
132
157
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KSA
53
46
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55
55
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Bahrain
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10
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 8: Theaters Seats in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Ogladll pudzme Mol ks

GCC  Kuwait** Qatar*

5,900 e
4,320 500
4,320 500
4,620 490
4,620 490

490

* The National Theater only

** 2014-2017 data does not include all theaters

dde
Oles Aogaudl Ol bl i
Oman KSA Bahrain UAE
24,600 1,637 2013
44,700 1,637 2014
45,800 1,637 2015
42,750 1,637 2016
36,495 1,637 2017
35,660 1,637 2018
125 Glagll o e *
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Figure 7: Theaters Seats in GCC Countries*,2017
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Table 9: Net Value of Musical Instruments Imported into GCC Countries*, 2013-2018

Million USD $ el o3 Gule
- Osladdl udzza oSl B Oles Lagaudl R bl 2l
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA Babhrain UAE
2013 90.2 2.5 8.0 5.6 5.9 2.0 66.3 2013
2014 91.6 3.3 51 2.8 5.2 1.2 74.1 2014
2015 89.9 2.4 4.5 4.2 6.4 15 70.9 2015
2016 89.6 2.4 3.5 2.8 6.6 1.2 73.1 2016
2017 97.8 2.6 2.5 3.3 7.3 1.8 80.3 2017
2018 97.8 2.7 3.7 3.3 8.2 1.6 78.3 2018
* Including Intra-trade A Byl S *
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Figure 8: Net Value of Musical Instruments Imported into GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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Figure 9: Percentage Distribution of Net Value of Musical Instruments Imported into GCC Countries,
2018
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Table 10: Annual Festivals in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

No. Sde
Ogladd! udma *oussdl BUS oles Lagaudl Ol whlel .
Year _ _ !
GCC Kuwait* Qatar Oman KSA Babhrain UAE
2013 3 7 68 9 8 2013
2014 24 2 70 7 7 2014
2015 19 10 72 7 10 2015
2016 117 1 6 9 85 8 8 2016
2017 6 23 12 120 20 2017
2018 4 27 5 253 14 2018
* 2016 data includes the Higher institute of Musical Art only, JUtt sl Jeds 22017 @libe cdadd dpuwsll Ograll Jladl wall Jod5 22016 olile*
2017 data Includes the Higher Institute of Musical Art, g Analny Byl (39310 Jlal ally s Ll (il

Higher Institute of Dramatic Arts and University of Kuwait.

22018 (Ogladl udzma Jo3 § Lgiadl lilar 1 L1110 S
Figure 10: Annual Festivals in GCC Countries, 2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 11: Cinemas in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Oglad! ulxs ;u;ﬁl
GCC Kuwait

11

14

14

N
Qatar
38
38
52
66
85
90
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Lagawll ooeedl
KSA Bahrain
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Figure 11: Cinemas in GCC Countries,2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

* 2017-2018 data inlude Bahrain cinema company seats only
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Table 12: Cinema Seats in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

*x

Oslanll s oS
GCC  Kuwait™

1,400

1,400

13,100

12,984

13,052

13,821

s

Qatar
7,537
7,530
9,610
10,237
12,641
13,164

**2013-2014 data include Kuwait cinema company seats
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7,318
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KSA Bahrain* UAE

8,314
8,172
9,047
9,007
5,532
5,022
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Figure 12:Cinema Seats in GCC Countries, 2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 13: Cinema Attendees in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Oslanl pulzma s b3 *oles
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman*
2,071,000
1,818,000

6,544,056 3,583,000

6,247,020 3,665,000
... 3,463,000 10,800,000

5,597,646 2,806,000 2,548,769

* Decreasing in 2018 because of closing of some cinemas

£2018-2013 Foyslazll ulza Jos 3 oSl Jlom] ) Loriadl 3 &gkl wMaY1 gualiie i 113 S

Lagaudl Ol
KSA Bahrain

2,554,415
3,356,713
3,878,841
4,282,163
4,651,272
2,950,329
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2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Figure 13: Ratio of Cinema Attendees to Total Population in GCC Countries*, 2013-2018
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Table 14: Television Channels” in GCC Cou ntries, 2013-2018

No. s
Oglasll ulzms oSl b Oles Logaudl Gl hla!

Year _ _ !
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA Bahrain UAE

2013 121 17 4 5 23 14 58 2013

2014 122 17 4 5 23 14 59 2014

2015 127 17 4 7 23 14 62 2015

2016 17 4 8 17 14 2016

2017 17 4 6 17 14 2017

2018 4 5 16 19 2018

*Include local and foregin channels Aidly Bl wlgiall oy *

22018 (Oglanll Lulme Jo3 § Higaralall clguall 14 IS4
Figure 14: Televisions Channels” in GCC Countries, 2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

£2018-2013 (oglazll ulome Jgs 3 el Y1 lgaall 115 Jgun
Table 15: Radio Channels” in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Osladd! udea Sl BUS oles Lagaudl ol
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA  Babhrain

25 3 9 11 16

25 3 9 11 17

25 3 9 11 17

26 3 9 11 15

28 3 11 11 15

3 11 11 14

*Include local and foreign channels

22018 (Oglazll e Joo § el Y1 lguall 115 K4
Figure 15: Radio Channels” in GCC Countries, 2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 16: Paintings and Drawings Displayed in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Oglasll ulzms Sl BUS
GCC Kuwait  Qatar

1,940 280

2,021 374

3,810 639

. 360

1,740 350

400

Oles

Oman’

4,500
4,350
4,000
800
950
955

Logadl oomdl ol
KSA Bahrain UAE
2,260

2,690 1,708
3,450 1,640
255

390

1,027
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Figure 16: Paintings and Drawings Displayed in GCC Countries, 2018
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No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018

* Decline in public libraries after 2013, due to mantainance of some libraries

22018-2013 coyglantl ulma 9o @ 2ol wLaSU 117 Jgu
Table 17: Public Libraries in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Oglaid! udza osS| ks *oles Lagaudl Crpeedl oyl
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman* KSA  Bahrain UAE

27 7 63 84 8

27 7 21 84 8

27 7 26 84 8

27 7 28 84 9

28 8 29 84 9

8 30 84 10

and cancellation of temproary mobile libraries

22018 (Oglatll ulzo oo 3 Aalatl oLaSU1 17 JS4
Figure 17: Public Libraries in GCC Countries, 2018
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Figure 18: Percentage Distribution of Public Libraries in GCC Countries, 2017
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Table 18: Newspapers in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

No. Sde
Oslattl udowe S| ks Oles *4agaudl o=l Syl

Year ) ) Ll
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA* Bahrain UAE

2013 18 7 22 61 6 14 2013

2014 18 7 23 61 6 15 2014

2015 18 8 21 61 6 18 2015

2016 18 9 20 14 6 24 2016

2017 18 9 20 14 6 2017

2018 9 14 13 6 2018

* 2016-2018 data does not include foreign news papers dpia¥l Camall o dd Y 22018-2016 bl

22018 cOglat)l ulza Jgo § caminll 119 S
Figure 19: Newspapers in GCC Countries, 2018
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Figure 20: Percentage Distribution of Newspapers in GCC Countries, 2017

Qgladl) Gulaa uﬁ A 67
Newspaper in GCCin 2017

(L\g}g‘ LJLE (Olas &%JM\&Q\)@Y\) d}d 5 Gl
5 Countries Data (UAE, KSA, Oman,Qatar, Kuwait)

= Bahrain ¢z~ B KSA sl
Oman oles = Qatar ki
= Kuwait <y <l



No.

Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 19: Magazines in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Oolatf ulza CosSl ks Oles Lagaud| oyl oyl
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA Bahrain UAE
263 10 57 997 10
260 11 62 997 12
260 6 64 997 3
218 4 61 940 3
425 4 53 834 5
4 48 3
22017 coglatdl udzms Jo @ odl=ll 21 K
Figure 21: Magazines in GCC Countries, 2017
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Figure 22: Percentage Distribution of Magazines in GCC Countries, 2017
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No.
Year

2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
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Table 20: Mosques in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

CusSHl
Kuwait
1,370
1,412
1,464
1,523
1,577
1,646

Oglad! e
GCC

sl

Qatar
1,678
1,727
1,988
1,988
2,128
2,133

oles Lyogaull Soyeedl ShLeyl
Oman KSA  Bahrain UAE
15,354 83,465 6,643
15,456 84,929 6,988
15,639 86,288 6,609
15,786 86,306 6,747
16,004 86,329 1,156
15,440 86,667 1,206
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Figure 23: Annual Percentage Change of Mosques Number in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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Figure 24: Percentage Distribution of Mosques in GCC Countries, 2018
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No.

Year

2013
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2016
2017
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* The variance in increase and dec

employment
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Table 21: Imams, Prayer Callers and Religious Advisors in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

Oglad! ulxe Sl
GCC Kuwait
3,044
3,121
3,312
3,291
3,332
3,536

N
Qatar
2,317
2,020
2,536
3,288
3,483
3,628

rease is due to temporary

e
Oman’
4,613
5,097
5,128
3,884
3,447
4,737

Logaddl

KSA
73,744
75,726
79,210
79,228
79,251
82,551

RYC < hleyl
Bahrain UAE

3,816
3,943
4,083
4,783

23yl Ayigdagl) lisgas!
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Figure 25: Average Number of Imams, Prayer Callers and Religious Advisors per Mosque in GCC Countries,

2013-2018
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Table 22: Hotels™ in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

No. Sae
Solardl ulme cagSHI Sl Oles Logadl Sapedl AR

Year i i EVO |
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA  Babhrain UAE

2013 1,919 38 83 135 947 106 610 2013

2014 2,272 37 84 143 1,239 109 660 2014

2015 2,527 37 93 156 1,446 111 684 2015

2016 2,996 39 98 175 1,863 119 702 2016

2017 3,399 39 102 179 2,231 122 726 2017

2018 110 195 2,404 128 2018

* Does not include Hotel Suites and Furnished Apartments HLig,alls Adouall 3asdl Jedg ¥
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Figure 26: Annual Percentage Change of Hotels in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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Table 23: Guests of Hotels and Furnished Apartments in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

No. Sue
Oglandl yulsee sl ks Olee Logaudl sl kel

Year . . 4!
GCC Kuwait Qatar Oman KSA Bahrain UAE

2013 ... 306,559 ... 2,048,000 ... 1,285,710 17,729,149 2013

2014 ... 198,127 .. 2,409,000 ... 1,431,090 19,685,904 2014

2015 ... 182,101 6,169,023 2,735,000 1,827,278 21,417,611 2015

2016 ... 203,115 6,381,395 3,353,000 .. 2,070,173 22,868,489 2016

2017 ... 182,744 5,239,926 3,332,522 .. 2,924,708 24,623,646 2017

2018 ... 6,427,052 3,559,868 ... 1,698,571 2018

32018-2013 cglatll udma Jgo & 2gyall Adunall 3addly Golall o ¥is sue 3 Gorndl paall A 27 JS4
Figure 27: Annual Percentage Change of Guests of Hotels and Furnished Apartments in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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Table 24: Sports Unions in GCC Countries, 2013-2018
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Figure 28: Sports Unions in GCC Countries, 2017
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Table 25: Sports Clubs in GCC Countries, 2013-2018

slanll ulme S =L
GCC Kuwait Qatar

30 18
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372 35 18
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Figure 29: Sports Clubs in GCC Countries, 2017
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Figure 30: Percentage Distribution of Sports Clubs in GCC Countries, 2017
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