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(Foreign Trade Indices)
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By video conference




1. Introduction
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Foreign trade statistics and indices are among the priority statistical fields
identified in the Strategy because of the great importance to highlight GCC
countries as a unified economic bloc. One of the milestones agreed on by
member countries is Foreign Trade Indices.

Among the GCC countries, only a few countries compile foreign trade indices,

In order to meet the needs of member countries on compilation of foreign
trade indices, GCC-Stat initiated a plane on developing a tool for
calculation of foreign trade indices for GCC member countries using unified
and harmonized methodology derived from good practices among
developed countries. In frame of this project, GCC-Stat organized an
awareness-raising workshop in March 2022 to discuss the trade index tool
that is to be developed and the methodology to be implemented.

In this context, GCC-Stat is organizing a two-day regional workshop, with
an aim to strengthen capacities of staff Working in this field in the member
countries.
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2. Objectives
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The main objectives of the workshop are:
® To strengthen the capacities of the participants in foreign trade indices,

® To raise the awareness of importance and uses of foreign trade indices, and
international methodologies,

® To collect further information about GCC member countries’ needs on
trade indices and sharing good practices in GCC member countries,

® To exchange experiences among the member countries.
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3. Content
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The workshop plans to discuss/review:
® Introduction to indices and their importance,
® Other countries’ practices,
® The best methodologies to be applied,

® Necessary information to be compiled and the tools for calculation.
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4. Expected Results
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At the end of the workshop, the following results are expected to be realized:
o Strengthened knowledge about Foreign Trade Indices,
® Greater confidence and cooperation in compiling trade indices,

o Collection of further information about GCC member countries’ needs on
trade indices and sharing of good practices in GCC member countries.
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5. Organization
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The workshop will take place in 20-21 March 2023 through video

conference.
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6. Speakers
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The main speaker at this workshop: International Expert in Foreign Trade
Statistics.
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7. Participants
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® Foreign Trade Statistics staff in National Statistics Offices in GCC
countries.

e Foreign Trade Statistics staff in GCC-Stat.
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8. Preparation
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Workshop participants should:
I. Know the concepts related to the workshop topics mentioned,
2. Prepare a presentation on their experience on Foreign Trade Indices.
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9. Language used
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Arabic/English

sl / Apall

10. Contact Information
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For further technical information on the workshop, please contact:

e Mr. Salah Qasim Bu Ali, GCC-Stat
Phone : +968 2434 6467
E-mail : sbuali@gccstat.org

® Mr. Saad Al-Ghamdi, GCC-Stat
Phone: +968 2434 6483
E-mail: salghamdi(@gccstat.org

For further logistical and administrative information on the workshop,
please contact:
e Mr. Khalid Al Darwashi, GCC-Stat
Phone: +968-24346401/ +968-92020120

E-mail: kaldarwashi@gccstat.org
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Pr6°gram (Draft)

Day 1 - 20 March 2023

Welcome speech
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Session 2- Experiences of Other Countries (Continued)-
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challenges if not compiled: Kuwait & KSA & Bahrain &
Qatar
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