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1. Background
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Statistics of International Trade in Services (SI'TS) is among the new priority
statistical fields identified in the GCC Statistical Strategy for 2021-2025 due
to its growing important role in intra-GCC integration among the member
states and supporting the GCC as an Economic Union, alongside merchandise
trade.

Many GCC member states are already Working on compiling Statistics on
International Trade in Services by implementing surveys and using available
administrative sources, with some starting as early as the pre-COVID years.

In light of the above and in response to the requests received, the GCC
Statistical Center (GCC-STAT) has provided technical assistance to three
member states on SITS and has one pending, including national workshops
in two member states.
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2. Organization, Main Objectives and Participants
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This was the first GCC Regional Workshop on Statistics of International
Trade in Services, conducted by the GCC-STAT in close cooperation with
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

The workshop drew 46 participants from six GCC member states -
representing national statistics centers, central banks, and the Customs

administrations, and the GCC Statistical Center (GCC-STAT).
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Additionally, four representatives from UNCTAD served as key resource

persons for the workshop.
The main objectives of the Workshop were as follows:

1. Supporting member states in their efforts to advance compilation of
Statistics of International Trade in Services (SITS) based on the
recommendation of MSITS 2010 and its companion Compiler’s
Guide (MSITS 2010 CG) and the latest international standards and

practices.

2. Facilitating the sharing of experiences among member states in
implementing Survey of Enterprises/ Establishments and compiling
SITS, utilizing administrative and other relevant data sources where
available, and fostering institutional cooperation among national
statistics centers (INSCs), central banks and other related national

agencies in compiling SITS.

3. Upon request from GCC-STAT, the UNCTAD shared its experience
and expertise with Statistics on International Trade in Services (SITS),
emphasizing the importance of comprehensive data for GCC
members. This included insights into the Trade-in-Services Statistics
(TiSSTAT) Information System, highlighting its role in addressing
the challenge of limited disaggregated official statistics for trade
negotiations and policy formulation. The TiSSTAT system has
initially developed on request by the West African Economic and
Monetary Union (WAEMU) to facilitate the collection and

processing of SITS, including harmonized survey methods and tools.
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The new information system is now installed and operational in all
WAEMU states, serving as a unified information platform. GCC

states were encouraged to consider implementing a similar platform to

be owned by each GCC state. This approach would ensure
harmonization of SITS among member states, among other benefits.
Including, leveraging key features of the system such as computer-
assisted data entry, organized data collection, controlled automatic
cleaning, clear analysis and reporting, reproducibility, modularity and
flexibility, as well as accommodating multiple users in multiple roles
with varied responsibilities in data collection and processing.
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3. Summary
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Opening session:

Mr. Ahmed Al Farid, Director for Economic Statistics of the GCC
Statistical Center (GCC-STAT), welcomed the participants and opened
the Workshop. He highlighted the importance of developing and
improving the statistics of international trade in services in the GCC
member states and expressed his optimism that the current workshop
would facilitate this objective.

Ms. Anu Peltola, Director of Statistics at UNCTAD delivered opening
remarks, extending a warm welcome to the participants. She confirmed
the workshop's importance for the development of the SITS for the
region while highlighting that it is also highly important to hear from
participants from the member states on their experience in compiling
SITS, the progress made, and the chaﬂenges. She also mentioned the
Trade-in-Services Statistics Information System (TiSSTAT) developed
by the UNCTAD, which would be presented in Session Two.

Morning session

The morning session included the following presentations (presenter: Tigran

Terlemezian, Macroeconomic Statistics Expert, GCC-STAT):

I. Introduction to International Trade in Services, Presented
2. Balance of Payments Trade in Services

3. GATS and modes of supply
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4, Allocation of FATS and Balance of Payments Items to Modes of
Supply
Ms. Sanja Blazevic, from UNCTAD actively contributed to Session in the

form of interventions and addressing the enquiries from the participants.
Additionally, the participants receive a copy of the PPT presentation on:

5. Data Collection on International Trade in Services
Afternoon session

The afternoon session was dedicated to the UNCTAD experience in
compiling SITS and its TISSTAT project with the WAEMU and now also
the Caribbean.

I. Trade in services statistics: data and concepts — with focus on the
GCC member States (UAE, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar,
Kuwait) (Sanja Blazevic, UNCTAD)

2. Trade in Services Statistics: TiSSTAT - Overview (Nour Barnat,
UNCTAD)

3. TiSSTAT - Live demo (technical) & I'T requirements (Nour Barnat,
UNCTAD)

4. Q & A — Round table discussion.

Closing session

At the closing session the participants agreed to further discuss the needs to
develop SITS in the GCC region recommend the next day Meeting of the
GCC Working Group on ITS of April 23, 2024, to include also the

following recommendations.
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4. Recommendations Silpogddl 4

1. The member states expressed their interest in studying further and
possibly joining the UNCTAD Trade-in-Services Information
System (TiSSTAT), a modern tool designed to facilitate collecting Buzill ol Sloglas allas J aleai¥ly wssll dulyuy Lslatal e sbacdl Joudl copel 1
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2. The Meeting requested GCC-STAT to further discuss the matter < o . L c .
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alongside implementing TiSSTAT to cater to member states'

high-quality and internationally = comparable trade-in-services

requirements.
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Workshop Agenda (April 22) Timing / cudgall (il 22) aiyoll Jlosel Jgu
Opening 10.00 AM 10.15 AM glusdl
I. Ahmed Al Farid, Director for Economic Statistics, GCC-
STAT Lppall malsddl Jod oglatdl udzee Jod Uil 5SL0 caall aesi L
2. Anu Peltola, Director of Statistics at UNCTAD
Morning session 10.15 AM 12.15 AM 4o Lal) duadepll
I. Importance of services 10.15 AM 10.45 AM el Aeal (1)
® Trade in services Slaasdl § 5)leall ®
2. Conceptual framework for the development of SITS 1045 AM | 11.15 AM (SITS) Lol § adaull Bylxall cilslins] ciloglan allas polaid wgalall sUs¥1 (2)
* Balance of Payments trade in services Sleasdl @ B)leill wlegdull oline ®
*  GATS and modes of supply wosdll Bybog Sleasdl @ Bylxtll oLy aladl du3Lasyl =
3. Data sources 11.15AM 11.45 AM bl olbas (3)
* Enterprise and establishment surveys Sty Slucsll s ®
4. Round table discussion 11.45AM 12.15 PM Byl 35 2ilie (4)
Break 12.15 PM 1.00 PM A |l
Afternoon session 1.00 PM 2.30 PM BRCNNETI O
o Eel\rllggﬁiDg;ergE: r(iziepioli;ta o e e 00 p 1.10 PM (dsaes 5T) SloS5531 Ay - lontil] § Bylally Aalasl) il dgnal (5)
6. Trade in services statistics: da.ta and concepts — with focus on 1:10 PM 130 PM olarll (udeme dga (he ¢ giall Jagluady — palally cbibed! ioladsell § Byleil 5,13 (6)
the GCC member States (Sanja Blazevic) (Uit Lole) (grelicd!
7. g:::; >in Services Statistics: TiSSTAT - Overview (Nour 1:30 PM 145 PM (il 159) Role sytas — (TISSTAT) zeslantill sl Aematbicl (7)
8. g;rsrigAT - Live demo (technical) & IT requirements (Nour 1:45 PM 5 00 PM (i 293) loslall L lsiSs clyllazay (i) felasll - (TISSTAT) (8)
9. Q & A —Round table discussion 2:00 PM 2.30 PM Spiaed) Susll) LsBlia - gy aliul (9)
Closing 2.30 PM 3.00 PM plad!
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