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1. Introduction

Loddn .1

Statistics of International Trade in Services (SITS) is among the new priority statistical
tields identified in the GCC Statistical Strategy for 2021-2025 due to its growing
important role in intra-GCC integration among the member states and for the GCC as an
Economic Union, along with merchandise trade.

Many GCC member states are already working on compiling Statistics on
International Trade in Services by implementing surveys and using available
administrative sources, with some starting as early as the pre-COVID years.

In Iight of the above and in response to the requests received, the GCC-STAT has
provided technical assistance to three member states on SITS and has one pending,
including national workshops in two member states.

This Workshop is being organized jointly by the GCC-STAT in cooperation with
the UNCTAD. The main goal of the Workshop is to assist the countries in gaining
a better understanding of the concepts and definitions, compilation techniques and
recommendations, and the way forward based on the Manual on Statistics of

International Trade in Services 2010 (MSITS 2010), the Manual on Statistics of
International Trade in Services Compiler’s Guide 2010, (MSITS 2010 CG) and the
latest international standards and practices. And indeed, to strengthen the capacities
of staff working in this field in the member countries
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2. Objectives
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The main objectives of the Workshop include:

1. Supporting member countries in their efforts to advance compilation
of Statistics of International Trade in Services (SITS) based on the
recommendation of MSITS 2010 and its companion Compiler’s
Guide (MSITS 2010 CG) and the latest international standards and

practices

2. Member countries sharing their experiences in implementing Survey
of Enterprises/Establishments and compiling SITS, use of
administrative and other relevant data sources, as available, and
institutional cooperation among national statistics centers (NSCs),
central banks and other related national agencies in compiling SITS.

3. The workshop will also offer the opportunity to learn about the
Trade-in-Services Statistics Information System (TiSSTAT)
developed by the UNCTAD.

Countries are requested to submit relevant presentations or other
documents, and to actively participate in round-table discussions.
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3. Content

The workshop will cover:

+ Importance of services
® Trade in services

+ Conceptual framework for the development of SITS
= Statistics on resident/non-resident transactions in services

(Balance of Payments)

*  GATS and modes of supply
* Foreign Affiliates Statistics

4 Dara sources
* Enterprise and establishment surveys

4 UNCTAD experience of Statistics on Trade-in-Services, including
Trade-in-Services Statistics Information System (TiSSTAT)
* The importance of data on trade in services — UNCTAD

experience

* Trade in services statistics: data and concepts — with focus on
the GCC member States (UAE, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman,
Qatar, Kuwait)

®  Trade in Services Statistics: TISSTAT - Overview

» TiSSTAT - Live demo (technical) & I'T requirements

= Q& A — Round table discussion
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4. Expected Results
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It is expected that, at the end of the workshop, the participants will be familiar with:
I. The and definitions, and
recommendations, the data sources, and the way forward based on the
MSITS 2010, and its companion Compiler’s Guide (MSITS 2010
CGQG) and the latest international standards and practices.
2. UNCTAD experience of Statistics on Trade-in-Services, including
Trade-in-Services Statistics Information System (TiSSTAT).

concepts compilation  techniques
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5. Organization
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The Statistical Centre for the Cooperation Council for the Arab Countries of the
Gulf (GCC-STAT) will organize the workshop, which will take place in virtual mode
on April 22, 2024, in cooperation with the United Nations C]i)nference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD).
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The workshop will also offer the opportunity to exchange experiences, discuss ol
challenges and propose best practice approaches to Countries.
6. Speakers Ogdu=ill .6

1. Ahmed Al Farid, Director for Economic Statistics at GCC-STAT
2. Anu Peltola. Director of Statistics at UNCTAD,
3. Nour Barnat, Statistician at UNCTAD

Tigran Terlemezian, Macroeconomic Statistics Expert at GCC-STAT
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7. Participants
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I.

2.

International Trade Statistics compilers and related staff from
National Statistics Centers (NSCs) of GCC member countries.
Balance of payments compilers from central banks of GCC member
countries.

UNCTAD staff in charge of, or affiliated with, Statistics of
International Trade in Services (SITS).
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4. GCC-STAT staff in charge of or affiliated with International Trade )
Statistics. Lol Ogendill 51 2
8. Preparation oluazdl .8

Workshop participants should be Know the concepts related to the

workshop topics on International Trade Statistics
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9. Language used
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Arabic, English
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Workshop Agenda (April 22) Timing / sl (sl 22) 2apel! Jlast Jgu
Opening 10.00 AM | 10.15 AM gl

I. Ahmed Al Farid, GCC-STAT Loyl mediell Joud oslatll (udzma Joud Loyl 3L cyall aesi L1
Morning session 10.15 AM | 12.15 AM Lo Luall duddl

1. Importance of services 10.15AM | 10.45 AM louse)! A4eaf (1)

®  Trade in services EAPWES (B B3 ES1{
2. Conceptual framework for the development of SITS | 10.45AM | 11.15 AM (SITS) Lol § adaull Bylxall cilslins] ciloglan allas polaid egalall sUs¥1 (2)
=  Balance of Payments trade in services Sleazll @ 5leill wlegdull olins ®
=  GATS and modes of supply sl Bybog cleasdl @ Bylaall Ly aladl 28Las) ™
= Foreign Affiliates Statistics e Al oK, 8 clibas| ®
3. Data sources 11.15AM | 11.45 AM abiled) yobas (3)
®  Enterprise and establishment surveys i, adly aluwsll zue
= GCC-STAT Model Questionnaire for Generic Survey of Gl bl sl Osladll pulms dsld Jlasdl SS5all 50 Glasal ®
International Trade in Services Slessdl (§ Adoull 8ylecl]

4. Round table discussion 11.45AM | 12.15PM Byl 35 2ilie (4)
Break 12.15PM | 1.00 PM 4o el
Afternoon session 1.00PM | 2.30 PM sl iy Al

S. UNCTAD presentation om Trade-in-Services Statistics

Information System (TiSSTAT) 1:00PM | 2.00 PM (TISSTAT) lousell G 8Lmill 4slias¥l laglall alladd SUSGo¥| (oe

6. Round table discussion on TiSSTAT 2:00 PM 2.30 PM TiSSTAT ¢yl 8 e 35l

Closing 2.30PM | 3.00PM plast!




