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Background  

Foreign Investment Statistics (FIS) is a key priority statistical field 

(project) identified in the Statistical Strategy of the Statistical Centre for 

the Cooperation Council for the Arab Countries of the Gulf (“GCC-

Stat”) for 2021-2025 and its annual implementation Work Programs.  

 

FIS

GCC-Stat

The main objectives of the FIS priority project are:  

 To assist GCC member countries in:   

❖ Advancing the compilation of foreign investment statistics, 

covering financial positions, flows (transactions and other 

changes) and income among themselves (Intra-GCC) and the rest 

of the world (Extra-GCC), through: 

❖ 

▪ Improving their survey systems-based data compilation 

practices, such as surveys on companies’ external financial 

assets and liabilities; 

▪ 

▪ Identifying and utilizing the use of other sources available, 

such as administrative data, and chiefly financial statements 

of companies (FS), as well as Approvals/licensing of foreign 

investment (ALP), Production-Sharing Agreements (PSAs) 

for oil and natural gas exploration and development, and the 

financial press and other media outlets.  

▪ 

▪ Identifying and utilizing the use of external data sources, 

including (1) data available from international organizations 

and partner economies to (a) close some gaps in the data 

collection for the IIP, and (b) bilateral reconciliations; and (2) 

▪ 



  
 

2 
 

administrative data available from securities and exchange 

authorities of major partner economies.  

❖ To enhance the implementation of GCC Coordinated Foreign 

Investment Survey (GCC-CFIS) and transforming it into GCC 

Harmonized Foreign Investment Survey (GCC-HFIS); 

❖ 

GCC-CFIS

GCC-HFIS

 To compile and disseminate GCC regional statistics on financial 

positions, transactions and income among the GCC member 

countries (Intra-GCC), and the GCC as a whole the rest of the world 

(Extra-GCC). 

 

Objectives 

The main objective of this Webinar/ Sixth Regional Seminar on FIS is to 

assist the countries in their ongoing efforts to advance the compilation of 

foreign investment statistics and to enhance the implementation of GCC 

Coordinated Foreign Investment Survey (GCC-CFIS). 
GCC-CFIS
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Content 

The Webinar/Sixth Regional Seminar on FIS will cover the following 

topics: 

1. Financial statements of companies (by type) and other domestic 

nonstatistical data source for compiling foreign investment 

statistics.  

Informativeness and limitations for (a) reviewing and 

verifying data reported on the survey, often making insertions 

of missing data; (b) compiling positions on direct investment 

positions (assets and liabilities), especially when no enterprise 

surveys are carried out, or have been interrupted or have very-

low response rates, or are conducted on a bi-annual or tri-

annual basis). Financial statements of companies can provide 

useful information in estimating such International 

Investment Position (IIP) items as direct investment, portfolio 

investment, and other investment (loans, trade credit and 

advances, currency and deposits, and other accounts 

receivable/payable). 

 

2. International sources for compiling statistics on foreign direct 

investment, portfolio investment and other investment.  

3. Foreign investment (FI) data from the point of view of users 

(UNCTAD). 

4. Country presentations (optional), 

5. Other related-foreign investment topics.  

IIP
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Participants 

The target group of participants includes:  

1. Compilers of foreign investment statistics from national statistics 

centers (NSCs); 

2. Compilers of balance of payments and international investment 

position (IIP) statistics form central banks. 

3. Representatives of investment promotion and other relevant 

agencies. 

1. 

2. 

 

3.  

Resource Experts: 
1. Christie Richards, GCC-Stat Principal Consultant on Foreign 

Investment Statistics; 

2. Astrit Sulstarova, Chief, Trends and Data Section Division on 

Investment and Enterprise, United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD) 

3. Tigran Terlemezian, Macroeconomic Statistics Expert, GCC-

Stat. 

 

Organization, Venue, and Date 

The GCC-Stat will organize the Sixth Regional Seminar on Foreign 

Investment Statistics as a Webinar on the 25th of September 2023, 

providing simultaneous English-to-Arabic and Arabic-to-English 

translations.   
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Contact information 

For further technical information on the workshop, please contact:  

 

▪ Mr. Tigran Terlemezian, GCC-Stat 

Phone: +96824346456 

E-mail : <tterlemezian@gccstat .org> 

 

▪  

+96824346456 

tterlemezian@gccstat.org

▪ Mr. Jamal Al Omairi, GCC-Stat 

Phone: +96824346465 

E-mail : <jalomairi@gccstat.org> 

▪  

+96824346465 

jalomairi@gccstat.org

 

For further administrative and IT information on the workshop,               

please contact:  

▪ Zakariya Al-Abri  

Phone: +96824346485 

E-mail : <zalabri@gccstat.org>  

 

 

▪ Charitha Rakkitha 

Phone: +96824346443 

E-mail : <crakkitha@gccstat.org>   

:

▪ 

zalabri@gccstat.org

▪ Charitha Rakkitha 

crakkitha@gccstat .org

  

mailto:tterlemezian@gccstat.org
mailto:tterlemezian@gccstat.org
mailto:zalabri@gccstat.org
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PROGRAMME  

Monday, September 25, 2023 

Duration:  

UAE:  From 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Bahrain: From 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Saudi Arabia: From 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Oman:  From 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Qatar:  From 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Kuwait: From 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

 

Tentative Agenda:  
 

1. Financial statements of companies (by type) and other domestic 

nonstatistical data source for compiling foreign investment 

statistics. 

2. International sources for compiling statistics on foreign direct 

investment, portfolio investment and other investment: mirror 

statistics and not only.  

3. Foreign investment (FI) data from the point of view of users 

(UNCTAD). 

4. Country presentations (optional). 

5. Other related-foreign investment topics.  

  . .

 

  

 


