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Introduction
The Statistical Center for the Cooperation Council for the Arab 
States of the Gulf held the sixth regional workshop on foreign 
investment statistics in the Gulf Cooperation Council countries -
remotely - which talked about specific topics in foreign investment 
on September 25, 2023 AD. This workshop comes within the 
center’s annual work plan, which includes all regional and 
national events and activities for the GCC countries during the year 
2023.
The main objective of this sixth regional workshop on FIS is to 
assist the countries in their ongoing efforts to advance the 
compilation of foreign investment statistics and to enhance the 
implementation of GCC Coordinated Foreign Investment Survey 
(GCC-CFIS).
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Objectives
The main objectives of the FIS priority project are:
1) To assist GCC member countries in advancing the compilation 

of foreign investment statistics, covering financial positions, 
flows (transactions and other changes) and income among 
themselves (Intra-GCC) and the rest of the world (Extra-GCC), 
through:

A.Improving their survey systems-based data compilation 
practices, such as surveys on companies’ external financial 
assets and liabilities;

B. Identifying and utilizing the use of other sources available, 
such as administrative data, and chiefly financial statements of 
companies (FS), as well as Approvals/licensing of foreign 
investment (ALP), Production-Sharing Agreements (PSAs) for 
oil and natural gas exploration and development, and the 
financial press and other media outlets.

C. Identifying and utilizing the use of external data sources, 
including (1) data available from international organizations 
and partner economies to (a) close some gaps in the data 
collection for the International Investment Position IIP, and (b) 
bilateral reconciliations; and (2) administrative data available 
from securities and exchange authorities of major partner 
economies. 
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Cont. Objective

2) To assist GCC member countries enhance the implementation 
of GCC Coordinated Foreign Investment Survey (GCC-CFIS) 
and transforming it into GCC Harmonized Foreign Investment 
Survey (GCC-HFIS).

3) To disseminate GCC regional statistics on financial positions, 
transactions and income among the GCC member countries 
(Intra-GCC), and the GCC as a whole the rest of the world 
(Extra-GCC).
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content
The Sixth workshop focused the following topics:
1) Financial statements of companies (by type) and other domestic 

nonstatistical data source .

❖ Informativeness and limitations for (a) reviewing and verifying 
data reported on the survey, (b) compiling positions on direct 
investment positions (assets and liabilities), 

❖ Financial statements of companies can provide useful 
information in estimating such International Investment Position
(IIP) items as direct investment, portfolio investment, and other 
investment (loans, trade credit and advances, currency and 
deposits, and other accounts receivable/payable).

2) International sources for compiling statistics on foreign direct 
investment, portfolio investment and other investment. 

3) Foreign investment (FI) data from the point of view of users 
(UNCTAD).

4) Country presentations (optional).
5) Other related-foreign investment topics
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Workshop Conclusions
1) In compilation of the FIS, the member states (MS), and the GCC-

Stat shall be guided by the relevant Manuals of the IMF (BPM6), the 

OECD (BMD4),and the UNCTAD (Training Manual on Statistics for 

FDI and the Operations of TNCs).

2) The GCC-Stat will prepare Guidelines on the Compilation of FIS in 

the MS on the basis of the Manuals noted above. It will also focus on 

FIS of particular interest to the GCC region such as the oil and gas 

industry, SWFs, and the Tax Haven investments, and data sources of 

practical use in the region due to the poor survey response.

3) The MS agreed to disseminate the core (minimum) data (see Annex 

1) in the short to mid-term and encouraged datasets in the mid-to-long 

term.
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mirror statistics
CDISCPIS

continued Workshop recommendations

4) The importance of coordination and cooperation between national 
statistical agencies, central banks, and investment bodies to distribute 
responsibilities and roles related to implementing the foreign investment 
survey and ensuring the continuous preparation and publication of 
quarterly annual foreign investment data.
5) The use of alternate data (other than surveys) entails further 
training and employment of specialists (accountants and economists), 
even though countries may be constrained to use additional resources. 

6) Provision shall be made for the training of FI statisticians through 
webinars, in person or hybrid workshops, and technical assistance - as 
required by MS.

7) Member states make a comparison between the data issued by them 
with the data issued by partner countries for major investments using 
mirror statistics issued by international organizations such as the 
International Monetary Fund (CDIS and CPIS).



Background مقدمة 

Foreign Investment Statistics (FIS) is a key priority statistical field (project) identified in the

Statistical Strategy of the Statistical Centre for the Cooperation Council for the Arab
Countries of the Gulf (“GCC-Stat”) for 2021-2025 and its annual implementation Work
Programs.

جلس هو أحد المشاريع ذات الأولوية في الاستراتيجية الإحصائية للمركز الإحصائي لدول م( FIS)إحصاءات الاستثمار الأجنبي 

.2025-2021للفترة "( GCC-Stat)"التعاون لدول الخليج العربية 

The main objectives of the FIS priority project are: :الأهداف الرئيسية لمشروع إحصاءات الاستثمار الأجنبي هي

To assist GCC member countries in: :لمساعدة الدول الأعضاء بمجلس التعاون الخليجي في

Advancing the compilation of foreign investment statistics, covering

financial positions, flows (transactions and other
changes) and income among themselves (Intra-
GCC) and the rest of the world (Extra-GCC),

through:

النهوض بتجميع إحصااءات الاساتثمار الأجنباي ا والتاي تالاي المراكاز المالياة ❖

داخل دول مجلس )والدخل فيما بينها ( المعاملات والتايرات الأخرى)والتدفقات 

:ا من خلال( خارج دول مجلس التعاون الخليجي)وبقية العالم ( التعاون الخليجي

▪ Improving their survey systems-based data compilation

practices, such as surveys on companies’ external financial
assets and liabilities;

ثل إعداد التقارير ا م/ تحسين ممارسات تجميع البيانات القائمة على أنظمة المسح ▪

المسوح الاستقصائية حول الأصول والخصوم المالية الخارجية للشركات؛

▪ Identifying and utilizing the use of other sources available,

such as administrative data, and chiefly financial
statements of companies (FS), as well as
Approvals/licensing of foreign investment (ALP),

Production-Sharing Agreements (PSAs) for oil and natural
gas exploration and development, and the financial press

and other media outlets.

ية تحديد واستخدام المصادر الأخرى المتاحة ا مثل السجلات الإدارية ا والقوائم المال▪

ا التاارخيل للاساتثمار الأجنبااي/ للشاركات بشااكل رئيساي ا وكااذلا الموافقاات 

ره ا واتفاقياات الشااراكة فااي الإنتااج للتنقيااف عاان الانفل والااااز اللبيعااي وتلااوي

.والمصادر الأخرى مثل الصحافة المالية ووسائل الإعلام

▪ Identifying and utilizing the use of external data sources,

including (1) data available from international
organizations and partner economies to (a) close some
gaps in the data collection for the IIP, and (b) bilateral

reconciliations; and (2) administrative data available from
securities and exchange authorities of major partner

economies.

البيانات المتاحة من ( 1)تحديد واستخدام مصادر البيانات الخارجيةا بما في ذلا ▪

سد بعض الفجوات في جمع ( أ)المنظمات الدولية والاقتصادات الشريكة من أجل 

البيانات الإدارية ( 2)التسويات الثنائية؛ و ( ف)البيانات لمركز الاستثمار الدوليا و 

.يةالمتاحة من هيئات الأوراق المالية والبورصات في الاقتصادات الشريكة الرئيس

To enhance the implementation of GCC Coordinated Foreign

Investment Survey (GCC-CFIS) and transforming it
into GCC Harmonized Foreign Investment Survey
(GCC-HFIS);

-GCC)تعزيز تنفيذ مسح الاستثمار الأجنبي المنسق لدول مجلس التعاون الخليجي❖

CFIS ) لدول مجلس( المتفق عليه)وتحويله إلى مسح الاستثمار الأجنبي المتسق

؛(GCC-HFIS)التعاون الخليجي 

To compile and disseminate GCC regional statistics on

financial positions, transactions and income among the
GCC member countries (Intra-GCC), and the GCC as a whole
the rest of the world (Extra-GCC).

اون تجميع ونشر إحصاءات دول مجلس التعاون الخليجي حول المراكز المالية والمعاملات والدخل بين دول مجلس التع

لعالم ودول مجلس التعاون الخليجي ككل وبقية ا( داخل دول مجلس التعاون الخليجي)الخليجي 

(.خارج دول مجلس التعاون الخليجي)

Objectives الأهداف

The main objective of this Webinar/ Sixth Regional Seminar on FIS is to assist the countries 

in their ongoing efforts to advance the compilation of foreign investment statistics and to 
enhance the implementation of GCC Coordinated Foreign Investment Survey (GCC-CFIS).

المستمرةاجهودهفيالدولمساعدةفيالأجنبيالاستثمارإحصاءاتحولالسادسةالإقليميةالندوةمنالرئيسيالهدفيتمثل

الخليجيعاونالتمجلسلدولالمنسقالأجنبيالاستثمارمسحتنفيذوتعزيز؛الأجنبيالاستثمارإحصاءاتتجميعلتعزيز

(GCC-CFIS).

Content المحتوى

The Webinar/Sixth Regional Seminar on FIS will cover the following topics:

1. Financial statements of companies (by type) and other 
domestic nonstatistical data source for compiling foreign 
investment statistics. 

Informativeness and 
limitations for (a) reviewing 

and verifying data reported 
on the survey, often making 
insertions of missing data; 

(b) compiling positions on 
direct investment positions 

(assets and liabilities), 
especially when no 

enterprise surveys are 
carried out, or have been 
interrupted or have very-low 

response rates, or are 
conducted on a bi-annual or 

tri-annual basis). Financial 
statements of companies can 
provide useful information 

in estimating such 
International Investment 

Position (IIP) items as direct 
investment, portfolio 

investment, and other 
investment (loans, trade 
credit and advances, 

currency and deposits, and 
other accounts 

receivable/payable).

1. International sources for compiling statistics on foreign 

direct investment, portfolio investment and other 
investment. 

2. Foreign investment (FI) data from the point of view of 
users (UNCTAD).

3. Country presentations (optional),
4. Other related-foreign investment topics. 

:التاليةالموضوعاتالأجنبيالاستثمارإحصاءاتحولالسادسةالإقليميةالندوةستالي

الاستثمارإحصاءاتلتجميعالإحصائيةغيرالمحليةالبياناتمصادرمنوغيرها(النوعحسف)للشركاتالماليةالبيانات.1

.الأجنبي

(ف)؛لناقصةاالبياناتإدخاليتمماوغالبااالمسحفيعنهاالمبلغالبياناتمنوالتحققالمراجعة(أ)أجلمنوالقيودالمعلومات

ةخاصاستقصاءاتأيإجراءعدمحالةفيخاصةا(والالتزاماتالأصول)المباشرالاستثمارأوضاعبشأنأرصدةإعداد

لاثثأوسنوينصفأساسعلىإجراؤهايتمأواللاايةمنخفضةالاستجابةمعدلاتكانتأوتوقفتإذاأوابالشركات

الاستثمارمثل(IIP)الدوليالاستثمارمركزعناصرتقديرفيمفيدةمعلوماتتوفرأنيمكنللشركاتالماليةالبيانات.(سنوات

/المدينةاتوالحسابوالودائعوالعملةوالسلفالتجاريوالائتمانالقروض)الأخرىوالاستثماراتالمحفظةواستثمارالمباشر

.(الأخرىالدائنة

.الاستثماراتنموغيرهاالاستثماريةالحوافظفيوالاستثمارالمباشرالأجنبيالاستثمارإحصاءاتلتجميعالدوليةالمصادر.2

.(والتنميةللتجارةالمتحدةالأمممؤتمر)المستخدميننظروجهةمنالأجنبيالاستثماربيانات.3

ا(اختياري)الدولعروض.4

.الصلةذاتالأخرىالأجنبيالاستثمارمواضيع.5

Participants المشاركون

The target group of participants includes: 

1. Compilers of foreign investment statistics from national 
statistics centers (NSCs);

2. Compilers of balance of payments and international 

investment position (IIP) statistics form central banks.
3. Representatives of investment promotion and other 

relevant agencies.

:تستهدف الندوة كلاا من

.بيانات إحصاءات الاستثمار الأجنبي في المراكز الإحصائية الولنيةيجامع1.

جامعي بيانات إحصاءات ميزان المدفوعات وإحصاءات وضع الاستثمار الدولي من 2.

.البنوا المركزية

.ممثلين عن ترويج الاستثمار والجهات الأخرى ذات العلاقة3.

Resource Experts:
1. Christie Richards, GCC-Stat Principal Consultant on Foreign 

Investment Statistics;
2. Astrit Sulstarova, Chief, Trends and Data Section Division 

on Investment and Enterprise, United Nations Conference 

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
3. Tigran Terlemezian, Macroeconomic Statistics Expert, GCC-

Stat.

Organization, Venue, and Date

خبراء الندوة
.جيكريستي ريتشاردز ا المستشار الرئيسي لإحصاءات الاستثمار الأجنبي في المركز الإحصائي الخلي. 1

متحدة للتجارة أستريت سولستاروفا ا رئيس قسم الاتجاهات والبيانات ا شعبة الاستثمار والمشاريع ا مؤتمر الأمم ال-2

(الأونكتاد)والتنمية 

.تياران تيرلميزيان ا خبير إحصاءات الاقتصاد الكلي ا المركز الإحصائي الخليجي. 3

The GCC-Stat will organize the Sixth Regional Seminar on Foreign Investment

Statistics as a Webinar on the 25th of September 2023, providing simultaneous
English-to-Arabic and Arabic-to-English translations.

والتاريخوالمكانالتنظيم
الأجنبيامارالاستثإحصاءاتحولالسادسةالإقليميةالندوةالعربيةالخليجلدولالتعاونمجلسلدولالإحصائيالمركزينظم

ربيةالعإلىالإنجليزيةمنالفوريةالترجمةمعالانجليزيةباللاةمقدمةوستكون.2023سبتمبر25فيالإنترنتعبركندوة

.الإنجليزيةإلىالعربيةومن

Contact information معلومات التواصل

For further technical information on the workshop, please contact:

Mr. Tigran Terlemezian, GCC-Stat
Phone: + 9 6 8 2 4 3 4 6 4 5 6

E-mail :
<t t e r l e m e z i a n @ g c c

s t a t . o r g >

:معالتواصليرجىالورشةاعنالفنيةالمعلوماتمنوالمزيدللاستفسارات

التعاونمجلسلدولالإحصائيالمركزتيرليمزياناتيجران▪

96824346456+:الهاتفرقم

t:الإلكترونيالبريدعنوان t e r l e m e z i a n @ g c c s t a t . o r g

Mr. Jamal Al Omairi, GCC-Stat

Phone: + 9 6 8 2 4 3 4 6 4 6 5
E-mail :
<j a l o m a i r i @ g c c s t a t

. o r g >

جمال العميريا المركز الإحصائي لدول مجلس التعاون ▪

 96824346465+: رقم الهاتف
j:     عنوان البريد الإلكتروني a l o m a i r i @ g c c s t a t . o r g

For further administrative and IT information on the workshop, please contact:
Zakariya Al-Abri

Phone: +9 6 8 2 4 3 4 6 4 8 5

E-mail : <zalabri@gccstat.org>

Charitha R a k k i t h a
Phone: +9 6 8 2 4 3 4 6 4 4 3

E-mail :
< c r a k k i t h a @ g c c s t a

t . o r g >

:بـالاتصاليرجىاالعملورشةحولالمعلوماتتقنيةومعلوماتالإداريةالمعلوماتمنلمزيد
العبريزكريا▪

+96824346485:الهاتف

:الإلكترونيالبريدعنوان

z a l a b r i @ g c c s t a t . o r g

Charitha Rakkitha

+96824346443:هاتف

:الإلكترونيالبريدعنوان

c r a k k i t h a @ g c c s t a t . o r g

262431 5

Participated in this workshop are specialists in foreign
investment statistics In National Statistical Centers and
Central Banks in member states, with the total number of
participants reaching (23) participants, as follows:

Participants

mailto:tterlemezian@gccstat.org
mailto:tterlemezian@gccstat.org
mailto:zalabri@gccstat.org


First : Core datasets: Annual and quarterly statistics on 

financial claims (assets) on, and liabilities to, nonresidents: 

1. Aggregate data classified by BOP/IIP functional categories: 

✓ Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), 

✓ Portfolio Investment (PI), 

✓ Financial Derivatives (FD)

✓ Other Investment (OI)

✓ Reserves (Assets only, Central Bank data). 

2.  Inward FDI broken down by:

✓ By partner economy

✓ Industry (ISIC4) of the reporting entity

3.  FDI Abroad (Outward FDI) broken down by:

✓ By partner economy

✓ Industry (ISIC4) of the reporting entity

:

BOP/IIP:

✓

✓(PI)

✓(FD)

✓(OI) 

✓.

:

✓

✓(ISIC4) 

):

✓

✓(ISIC4) 

Annex 1 : The Core datasets and encouraged datasets البيانات الأساسية والبيانات المشجع عليها: 1ملحق 



Second : Encouraged datasets (no mentioned the above): 

Annual statistics on financial claims (assets) on, and liabilities 

to, nonresidents: 

1) FDI Abroad (Outward FDI) broken down by industry 

(ISIC4) of the entity abroad.

2) Portfolio investment assets: holdings of portfolio 

investment securities by economy of non-resident issuer, 

of which: 

✓ Equity and investment fund shares

✓ Long-term debt securities

✓ Short-term debt securities

Cont. Annex 1 : The Core datasets and encouraged datasets البيانات الأساسية والبيانات المشجع عليها: 1تابع ملحق 

:

(1
(ISIC4) 

.

(2
:

✓

✓

✓


