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Introduction

The Statistical Center for the Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf held the sixth regional workshop on foreign
investment statistics in the Gulf Cooperation Council countries -
remotely - which talked about specific topics in foreign investment
on September 25, 2023 AD. This workshop comes within the
center’s annual work plan, which includes all regional and
national events and activities for the GCC countries during the year
2023.

The main objective of this sixth regional workshop on FIS is to
assist the countries in their ongoing efforts to advance the
compilation of foreign investment statistics and to enhance the
implementation of GCC Coordinated Foreign Investment Survey
(GCC-CFIS).
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Objectives

The main objectives of the FIS priority project are:

1) To assist GCC member countries in advancing the compilation
of foreign investment statistics, covering financial positions,
flows (transactions and other changes) and income among
themselves (Intra-GCC) and the rest of the world (Extra-GCC),
through:

A.Improving their survey systems-based data compilation
practices, such as surveys on companies’ external financial
assets and liabilities;

B. Identifying and utilizing the use of other sources available,
such as administrative data, and chiefly financial statements of
companies (FS), as well as Approvals/licensing of foreign
investment (ALP), Production-Sharing Agreements (FSAs) for
oil and natural gas exploration and development, and the
financial press and other media outlets.

C. Identifying and utilizing the use of external data sources,
including (1) data available from international organizations
and partner economies to (a) close some gaps in the data
collection for the International Investment Position IIP, and (b)
bilateral reconciliations; and (2) administrative data available
from securities and exchange authorities of major partner
economies.
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2) To assist GCC member countries enhance the implementation  _co%1 5 Lailw fiuse Aa’S jmy3ad -0 slae ¥l Jout Suclws (1
of GCC Coordinated Foreign Investment Survey (GCC-CFIS) Tus (1 dbagaxty (GCC-CHIS) amdiett g laidl yuloee J9 At Gl
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3) To disseminate GCC regional statistics on financial positions, b el aeglt Jomom (et o ballt (uboxs Joa Oleloas| i (M
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content

The Sixth workshop focused the following topics:
1) Financial statements of companies (by type) and other domestic
nonstatistical data source .

% Informativeness and limitations for (a) reviewing and verifying
data reported on the survey, (b) compiling positions on direct
investment positions (assets and liabilities),

¢ Financial statements of companies can provide useful
information in estimating such Infernational Investment Fosition
(/IF) items as direct investment, portfolio investment, and other
investment (loans, trade credit and advances, currency and
deposits, and other accounts receivable/payable).

2) International sources for compiling statistics on foreign direct
investment, portfolio investment and other investment.

3) Foreign investment (FI) data from the point of view of users
(UNCTAD).

4) Country presentations (optional).

5) Other related-foreign investment topics
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Workshop Conclusions

1) In compilation of the FIS, the member states (MS), and the GCC-
Stat shall be guided by the relevant Manuals of the IMF (BPM6), the
OECD (BMD4),and the UNCTAD (Training Manual on Statistics for
FDI and the Operations of TNCs).

2) The GCC-Stat will prepare Guidelines on the Compilation of FIS in
the MS on the basis of the Manuals noted above. It will also focus on
FIS of particular interest to the GCC region such as the oil and gas
industry, SWFs, and the Tax Haven investments, and data sources of
practical use in the region due to the poor survey response.

3) The MS agreed to disseminate the core (minimum) data (see Annex
1) in the short to mid-term and encouraged datasets in the mid-to-long
term.
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continued Workshop recommendations

4) The importance of coordination and cooperation between national
statistical agencies, central banks, and investment bodies to distribute
responsibilities and roles related to implementing the foreign investment
survey and ensuring the continuous preparation and publication of
quarterly annual foreign investment data.

5) The use of alternate data (other than surveys) entails further
training and employment of specialists (accountants and economists),
even though countries may be constrained to use additional resources.

6) Provision shall be made for the training of FI statisticians through
webinars, in person or hybrid workshops, and technical assistance - as
required by MS.

7) Member states make a comparison between the data issued by them
with the data issued by partner countries for major investments using
mirror statistics issued by international organizations such as the
International Monetary Fund (CDIS and CPIS).
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Participated in this workshop are specialists in foreign ,Lailuwd Sislas| Jlxe 8 Gololall iy odl 00 (B Sy L
investment statistics In National Stafistical Centers and =gidly ¢ ol Wblasd 33ga¥ 2 (oY
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Annex 1 : The Core datasets and encouraged datasets Lgle aadial) i) g Apadad) clibad) ¢ 1 (3ala
First : Core datasets: Annual and quarterly statistics on Gl magiw g9 Trag it Slelas WY sirlu Skt Olegama -1l
financial claims (assets) on, and liabilities to, nonresidents: Oalall & ol OLINY (Jga¥1) Asdlelt Sl liaalt
1. Aggregate data classified by BOP/IIP functional categories: -1 BOP/IIP:agadd o) O Cuus Aauaell (rnezel! OGLLD .1
v" Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), i) i 5L v
v" Portfolio Investment (PI), ¢ (PiAtazseelt yleiliut v
v" Financial Derivatives (FD) (FD)ord el Olaiinadt v
v" Other Investment (Ol) (O1) %1 Oty LaiCiaw™ v
v Reserves (Assets only, Central Bank data). (&350 mall Eaied! Sk (138 Jewd) Oldalisy v/
2. Inward FDI broken down by: PSP O-I PR LI FC. 1PN (PERTS, (BYPL v (R
v' By partner economy S0 34l Ml cwws
v" Industry (ISIC4) of the reporting entity abeadl rngxtt (ISIC4) e blialt v/
3. FDI Abroad (Outward FDI) broken down by: s i (5l (8| dniadt) 75 Gad! (B pibiadt (i W1 5 e .3
v’ By partner economy o i A BN sV

v" Industry (ISIC4) of the reporting entity naleatt rgxtt (ISIC4) reliatt v
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Second : Encouraged datasets (no mentioned the above): —:(edkel Lay&ad 3t at) lgule pamdialt Sliked! Slogaxe -+ LA
Annual statistics on financial claims (assets) on, and liabilities ~='>d¥19 (Jsa¥1) Adledt Cldladt (e agiw Cls Las|

to, nonresidents: Oaiall jil old
1) FDI Abroad (Outward FDI) broken down by industry —(=cia%1;leiiu¥!) zylatl o8 mdliadl ¥ HLeiiu! (1
(1SIC4) of the entity abroad. 2 Ol (ISIC4) e lival! Guus auudo ((oamy et dileel
et
2) Portfolio investment assets: holdings of portfolio gy, Leitiw adledt Blye ¥ Of e rpataamelt 5 Leitind Jowl (2
Investment securities by economy of non-resident issuer, e (radall sl 5l M g Mald Cuus
of which:
v Equity and investment fund shares » Ll Badluog Jlad (uly agul v
v Long-term debt securities Ja ¥ ibgle Gadlt Sl v

v’ Short-term debt securities J M 3 wad Sdh Ol v



