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BACKGROUND

The GCC Statistical Strategy for 2021-2025, adopted by

the GCC Ministerial Council, sets a number of strategic

objectives, with an overall aim to project the GCC region

as a unified economic, social and environmental

agglomeration. To achieve this and other objectives, the

Strategy places a significant emphasis on developing and

harmonizing statistical work in all member countries. This

includes implementing the latest internationally and

regionally adopted standard methodologies, systems,

classifications, etc., as well as developing human and

institutional capacities across the National Statistical

Systems.

Price Indices and short-term indictors are among the

priority statistical fields identified in the Strategy because

of the great importance to highlight GCC countries as a

unified economic bloc. One of the milestones agreed by

member countries is Foreign Trade Indices.
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BACKGROUND

In this context, GCC-Stat is organizing this regional

workshop, with an aim to strengthen capacities of

staff working in this field in the member countries

Cont
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THE OBJECTIVES

The main objectives of the workshop are:

• To strengthen the capacities of the participants in

Foreign Trade Indices;

• To raise the awareness of importance of foreign trade

indices;

• To discuss the methodology for constructing Foreign

Trade Indices and further improve the quality of

Foreign Trade Statistics;

• To discuss and identify the needs of both compilers and

main users of foreign trade indices;

• To exchange experiences on trade indices;

• To discuss the main characteristics of the tool to be

developed by GCC-Stat for calculation of foreign trade

indices for GCC member states;

• To promote statistical cooperation within the GCC

region.
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PARTICIPANTS

The target group of participants include: 

1- Those working in the field of foreign trade statistics, National 

Account statistics and price indices in statistical agencies from 

National Statistics Centers (NSCs).

2- Compilers of IMTS from Custom Offices.

3- GCC Customs From GCC Secretariat.

4- Compilers of balance of payments from central banks of member 

states.
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Organization and Hosting

This 5th GCC-Stat Regional Workshop on Foreign Trade Indices is

hosted by the GCC Stat using Zoom Webinar platform. Zoom

Date:

07-08 March 2022, from 09:30 am to 1:00 pm Muscat time, Oman 10:001:00م2022مارس07-08

Venue

Webinar hosted by the GCC-Stat
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Contact information

For further technical information on the workshop, please contact:

 Mr. Salah Qasim Bu Ali, GCC-Stat

Phone: +968 2434 6467

E-mail: sbuali@gccstat.org



968 2434 6467

sbuali@gccstat.org

 Mr. Saad Al-Ghamdi, GCC-Stat

Phone: +968 2434 6483

E-mail: salghamdi@gccstat.org



968 2434 6483

salghamdi@gccstat.org

 Mr. Khalid AlDarwashi, GCC-Stat

Phone: +968-24346401

+968-92020120

E-mail: kaldarwashi@gccstat.org



968-24346401

+968-92020120         

 :kaldarwashi@gccstat.org

For further logistical and administrative information on the

workshop, please contact:

 Mr. Zakaria Othman, GCC-Stat

Phone: +968-24346485

E-mail: zalabri@gccstat.org



968-24346485

zalabri@gccstat.org
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

Day 1: Monday, 07 March 2022 072022

10:00-
10:15

Opening remarks: 

- GCC-Stat

10:15-
10:30

Agenda Item 1: Opening ceremony

-Objectives and organization of the workshop

-Administrative matters and introduction of

participants

- Adoption of the agenda

1

10:30-
11:30

Agenda Item 2: Introduction to Foreign Trade

- Foreign Trade Indices Methodology.
2

11:30-
11:45

-Break
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

Day 1: Monday, 07 March 2022 072022

11:45-
12:30

Agenda Item 3: Country Presentations on 

Foreign Trade Indices

- Kuwait

- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

3

12:30-
13:30

Agenda Item 4: Harmonized Methodology for

Foreign Trade Indices to be applied in GCC

Region

- Closing Day 1

4
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

Day 2: Tuesday, 08 March 2022 82022

10:00-

11:00

Agenda Item 5: Main Characteristics of 
Trade Statistics and New Trade Index Tool to 
be Developed 

- IMTS Expert

- GCC-Stat IT

5

.خبير إحصاءات التجارة الخارجية-

.تقنية المعلومات بالمركز الاحصائي الخليجي-

11:00-

12:00

Agenda Item 6:  Main Challenges/Needs of 
GCC Countries on Foreign Trade Indices

- Kingdom of Saudi Arabia presentation

- Qatar presentation

- Round table discussion – for other countries

عرض المملكة العربية السعودية-

عرض قطر-

لدول أخرى-مائدة مستديرة -
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME

Day 2: Tuesday, 08 March 2022 82022

12:00-

12:15

- Break

12:15-

12:45

Agenda Item 7: Road Map on Developing 
Foreign Trade Index Tool

7

12:45-

13:30

Agenda Item 8: Round Table Discussion on 
Next Steps

8

13.30 PM

Concluding remarks and adaptation of 
recommendations for Foreign Trade 
Indices.

- GCC-Stat
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