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Regional Workshop on Linking Time Series
of National Accounts
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By video conterence




1. Introduction

-
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National Accounts Statistics are among the priority statistical fields identified
in the GCC Statistical Strategy for 2021-2025 because of the great
importance to highlight GCC Countries as a unified economic bloc.

The System of National Accounts aims to provide continuous time series that
help the main users in assessing and monitoring the development and growth
of the economy over time. Since the data sources are subject to change and
improvement, it is not sufficient to simply replace the old data with the data
of the most recent time period, However, it is necessary to ensure that the
entire time series is properly tuned in order to best depict the evolution of the
time series over the longest possible period of time.

This need for re-estimation (back casting) along the produced time series as a
result of several factors, including updates related to concepts and systems
(changing the method of estimates at constant prices, whether the base year or
moving to the system of chain linking method, updates of statistical
classifications and others, and including what is related In certain economic
situations, such as the emergence of new economic transactions, such as
imposing new types of taxes on products, or fundamental changes that may
occur, so all these changes need technical methods to deal with them and reflect
them on the time series so that the longest possible period of these series can
be maintained, whether these modifications at current prices or constant prices.

In this context, GCC-Stat is organizing this regional workshop, with an aim
to strengthen capacities of staff working in this field in the member Countries.
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2. Objectives
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The main objectives of the workshop are:

e Enhancing the statistical capabilities of the participants in the field of linking
time series

e Exchange of experiences among Member Countries by reviewing the experiences
of these countries in applying the amendments to time series and the obstacles
that prevent their preparation in some Member Countries.
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3. Content
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The workshop plans to discuss/review:

I. Defining time series within the framework of the System of National Accounts
2. Changing data sources and its impact on the time series of national accounts

3. The technical methods used to link the time series

4. Reviewing countries' experiences in linking time series
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4. Expected Results
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It is expected that, at the end of the workshop, the participants will be familiar with:
I. Methodological aspects and principles used in updating time series

2. How to deal with changing data sources and its impact

3. The technical methods used to link the time series in national accounts
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5. Organization
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The workshop will take place in 6-7 March 2023 by video conference.
The workshop will also offer the opportunity to exchange experiences, discuss
challenges and propose best practice approaches to Countries.
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6. Speakers
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The main speaker at this workshop: international expert in National Accounts.
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7. Participants
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National Accounts staff in National Statistics Offices in GCC countries.
National Accounts staff in GCC-Stat.
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8. Preparation
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Workshop participants should be:
I. Know the concepts related to the workshop topics mentioned in SNA
2. Countries should prepare a presentation on their experience in linking time series.
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9. Language used dousiud | 4alll 9
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10. Contact Information
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For further technical information on the workshop, please contact:
Ms. Asiya Mohammed AL Ghafri, GCC-Stat

Phone: +96824346487 /E-mail: aalghafri@gccstat.org

Mr. Khairallah Al Marzoug, GCC-Stat

Phone: +96824346471/E-mail: kalmarzoug@gccstat.org

For further logistical and administrative information on the workshop, please contact:

Mr. Khalid Al Darwashi, GCC-Stat
Phone: +968-24346401/ +968-92020120

E-mail: kaldarwashi@gccstat.org
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Agenda (Draft)
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Day 1 - 6 March 2023 From/ (e To/J| 22023 Luyle 6 Jg¥1 a gl
Opening 10.00 AM | 10.05 AM z Ly
Defining time series within the framework of the System . . . ..
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of National Accounts 10.05 AM | 12:00 PM Aa gl byl allas slo| ¢rosss A3l Jrusdbund | i a5
break 12.00 PM | 12.30 PM 4o il
Changing data sources and its impact on the time series 12.30 PM | 2.00 PM . e . — G ..
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2.00 PM 3.00 PM (J933) Joud!l cyloms

Countries experiences (3 Countries)
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Day 2 -7 March 2023

The mechanisms used to link the time series 10.00 AM | 11.00 AM dia ! Jdbud! o o ylh Al | LY
Countries experiences (3 Countries) 11.00 AM | 12:00 PM (J93 3) Joudl ylxs
break 12.00 PM | 12.30 PM 4wl
Priority statistical issues 1.00PM | 2.50PM Lolel 3 Llas
Closing 2.50 PM 3.00 PM ALzl




